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SAUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP 

UNLEASHED: A COMPARATIVE 
ANALYSIS OF LEADERSHIP 

STYLES

Esanova Shohida Utkirovna

Abstract: This article examines the effectiveness of common models such as transformational, transactional, and servant 
leadership. In doing so, through a methodological review of existing literature and empirical research, the study focuses 
on key principles of leadership–transparency, ethics, and individual self-awareness.

The article uses a multidimensional framework to evaluate the effectiveness of transparent leadership, which includes 
indicators such as organizational performance, leader-follower relationships, and ethical organizational climate.

The results of this comparative analysis show that transparent leadership not only improves organizational performance, 
but also develops a more ethical and inclusive organizational culture. Consequences of adopting transparent leadership 
in modern organizational conditions are discussed, its potential as a catalyst is analyzed.

Key words: Transparent leadership, organizational outcomes, comparison of leadership styles, job satisfaction, organiza-
tional commitment, leader effectiveness, mixed methods research.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada transformatsion, tranzaktsion va xizmatchi yetakchilik kabi keng tarqalgan modellar sama-
radorligini aniqlash o’rganilgan. Bunda mavjud adabiyotlarni va empirik tadqiqotlarni uslubiy ko’rib chiqish orqali tadqiqot 
yetakchilikning asosiy tamoyillarini - shaffoflik, axloqiylik va individual o’zini o’zi anglashga e’tiborni qaratadi.

Maqolada shaffof etakchilik samaradorligini baholash uchun ko’p o’lchovli asos qo’llaniladi, unda tashkilot faoliyati, etakchi 
va izdoshlar munosabatlari va axloqiy tashkiliy muhit kabi ko’rsatkichlar mavjud. 

Ushbu qiyosiy tahlil natijalari shuni ko’rsatadiki, shaffof yetakchilik nafaqat tashkilot samaradorligini oshiradi, balki yanada 
axloqiy va inklyuziv tashkiliy madaniyatni rivojlantiradi. Zamonaviy tashkiliy sharoitlarda shaffof yetakchilikni qabul qilish-
ning oqibatlari haqida mulohazalar yuritiladi, uning katalizator sifatidagi potentsiali tahlil qilinadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Shaffof etakchilik, tashkilot natijalari, etakchilik uslublarini taqqoslash, ishdan qoniqish, tashkilotga bo’lgan 
sadoqat, etakchining samaradorligi, aralash usullar tadqiqoti.

Аннотация: В этой статье рассматривается эффективность таких распространенных моделей, как трансформаци-
онное, транзакционное и служебное лидерство. При этом, посредством методологического обзора существующей 
литературы и эмпирических исследований, исследование фокусируется на ключевых принципах лидерства – про-
зрачности, этике и индивидуальном самосознании.

В статье используется многомерная структура для оценки эффективности прозрачного лидерства, которая вклю-
чает в себя такие показатели, как эффективность работы организации, отношения между лидером и последова-
телями и этический организационный климат.

Результаты этого сравнительного анализа показывают, что прозрачное лидерство не только улучшает эффектив-
ность работы организации, но и развивает более этическую и инклюзивную организационную культуру. Обсужда-
ются последствия принятия прозрачного лидерства в современных организационных условиях, анализируется 
его потенциал как катализатора.

Ключевые слова: прозрачное лидерство, организационные результаты, сравнение стилей лидерства, удовлетво-
ренность работой, организационная приверженность, эффективность лидера, исследование смешанных методов.
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1 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N
Leadership, a critical determinant of organizational success, has been extensively explored across various 

disciplines, yielding a rich tapestry of theories and models [1]. Among these, Authentic Leadership has emerged 
as a paradigm that emphasizes transparency, ethicality, and a deep connection between leaders and their fol-
lowers [2]. This paper seeks to unpack the complexities of Authentic Leadership and juxtapose it against other 
prevalent leadership styles, such as Transformational, Servant, and Transactional Leadership, to discern its 
unique contributions and limitations within the organizational context.

The concept of Authentic Leadership, grounded in the principles of self-awareness, relational transpar-
ency, balanced processing, and moral perspective  [3], offers a compelling framework for fostering trust and 
integrity in leadership practices. In contrast, Transformational Leadership focuses on inspiring followers to tran-
scend their interests for the sake of the group or organization [4], while Servant Leadership prioritizes the needs 
of followers over the needs of the leader [5], and Transactional Leadership is characterized by the exchange 
between leaders and followers to meet mutual interests [6].

This comparative analysis is predicated on the hypothesis that the efficacy of leadership styles is contin-
gent upon organizational culture, the nature of the task, and the characteristics of followers. By employing a 
multi-dimensional approach, this study aims to elucidate the situational appropriateness of Authentic Leader-
ship and its potential to enhance organizational performance and follower satisfaction.

Moreover, this inquiry contributes to the ongoing dialogue on leadership effectiveness by examining the 
intersection of Authentic Leadership with key organizational outcomes, such as commitment, job satisfaction, 
and ethical behavior  [7]. Through a comprehensive review of the literature and a meta-analysis of empirical 
studies, this paper endeavors to provide a nuanced understanding of Authentic Leadership within the broader 
spectrum of leadership theories.

In doing so, it addresses a significant gap in the leadership literature by offering a systematic comparison 
that highlights the distinctive attributes and practical implications of Authentic Leadership, thereby informing 
both scholarly discourse and practical applications in leadership development and organizational manage-
ment [8].

The structure of the remaining sections of our paper follows a conventional academic format, incorpo-
rating a comprehensive literature review, methodology, results, discussion, and conclusion (IMRD). Firstly, the 
literature review section delves into existing research on various leadership styles, with a particular focus on 
authentic leadership, comparing its effectiveness and impact with other models. This section sets the founda-
tion for understanding the current knowledge and gaps in the field. Following this, the methodology section 
describes the research design, data collection methods, and analytical procedures employed to investigate the 
nuances of authentic leadership. The results section then presents the findings of our study, offering quantita-
tive and qualitative analyses. Finally, the discussions and conclusion section interprets these findings, linking 
them back to the literature review to highlight their significance, implications, and the contribution to existing 
knowledge and summarizes the key findings, discusses limitations, and suggests directions for future research. 
This structure ensures a logical flow and comprehensive coverage of the topic, facilitating a deep understanding 
of authentic leadership’s role in today’s dynamic leadership landscape.

2 .  L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W
The exploration of leadership styles has evolved significantly over the past decades, presenting a plethora 

of theories that attempt to delineate the most effective approaches to leadership. Among these, authentic lead-
ership has emerged as a pivotal model, advocating for transparency, ethics, and consistency between a lead-
er’s values and actions. This literature review aims to dissect the multifaceted landscape of leadership styles, 
with a special emphasis on authentic leadership, juxtaposing its attributes and efficacy with other predominant 
models such as transformational, transactional, and servant leadership.

Authentic leadership is grounded in the principle of self-awareness and authenticity, positing that leaders 
who are true to themselves and maintain a high level of personal integrity are more likely to inspire trust and fol-
lower engagement [9]. Walumbwa et al. [10] define authentic leadership as a pattern of leader behavior that draws 
from and promotes both positive psychological capacities and a positive ethical climate, leading to greater 
self-awareness, an internalized moral perspective, balanced processing of information, and relational trans-
parency on the part of leaders working with followers. This contrasts with transformational leadership, which 
focuses on inspiring followers to exceed their own interests for the sake of the group or organization through 
idealized influence, inspirational motivation, intellectual stimulation, and individualized consideration [11].

Transactional leadership, based on the exchange process between leaders and followers, where compli-
ance is exchanged for rewards or avoidance of punishment [12], differs markedly from the intrinsic motivation 
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Sand ethical foundations of authentic leadership. The transactional approach has been criticized for its potential 

to overlook the broader impacts of leadership on follower’s personal growth and moral development.
Servant leadership, which emphasizes the leader’s role as serving the needs of followers, promoting their 

growth, well-being, and development before considering the needs of the leader or the organization [13], shares 
common ground with authentic leadership in its focus on ethical behavior and follower development. However, 
servant leadership places a more significant emphasis on the welfare of the followers, which can sometimes 
conflict with organizational goals or leader’s self-authenticity.

Despite the growing body of research, there remains a gap in comparative studies that directly assess 
the impact of authentic leadership against these styles in various organizational contexts. Furthermore, the 
mechanisms through which authentic leadership influences organizational outcomes, including job satisfaction, 
organizational commitment, and performance, require further exploration. The need for empirical evidence that 
delineates the unique contributions of authentic leadership to both leader and follower outcomes is evident, as 
is the exploration of potential limitations or challenges associated with its implementation in diverse organiza-
tional cultures [14].

In summary, the literature underscores the significance of authentic leadership in fostering ethical, trans-
parent, and effective leadership practices. However, it also highlights the necessity for further research to eluci-
date its comparative effectiveness and to address the gaps in understanding how this leadership style operates 
across different cultural and organizational landscapes. This review sets the stage for the current study, which 
aims to contribute to the literature by providing new insights into the effectiveness and applicability of authentic 
leadership in comparison to other leadership styles.

3 .  M E T H O D O L O G Y
This study adopts a mixed-methods research design to investigate the nuances of authentic leadership 

and compare its effectiveness with other leadership styles. This approach allows for a comprehensive anal-
ysis that combines quantitative data on leadership outcomes with qualitative insights into the perceptions and 
experiences of leaders and followers. By integrating these methods, the study aims to capture the complexity 
of leadership dynamics and provide a more nuanced understanding of authentic leadership’s impact.

Data Collection Methods
Quantitative Data: A survey was distributed to employees across various industries, including technology, 

healthcare, education, and finance. The survey instrument included validated scales such as the Authentic 
Leadership Questionnaire (ALQ)  [15] to measure authentic leadership behaviors, alongside other scales to 
assess transformational, transactional, and servant leadership styles. Additionally, outcomes such as job sat-
isfaction, organizational commitment, and perceived leader effectiveness were measured using established 
scales.

Qualitative Data: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a subset of survey participants, including 
both leaders and followers, to gather in-depth insights into their experiences with different leadership styles. 
The interview questions were designed to elicit participants’ perceptions of leadership effectiveness, the impact 
of leadership on their work environment, and specific examples of leadership behaviors they associated with 
positive or negative outcomes.

Sample Selection
Participants were recruited through professional networks, social media platforms, and corporate partner-

ships, ensuring a diverse sample in terms of demographics, organizational roles, and industries. The study 
aimed for a balanced representation of various leadership styles across different organizational contexts.

Analytical Procedures
Quantitative Analysis: Statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS software. Descriptive statistics 

were used to summarize the demographic characteristics of the participants and their responses to the survey 
items. Inferential statistics, including multiple regression analysis, were employed to examine the relationships 
between leadership styles and organizational outcomes. The analysis also included comparative assessments 
to identify significant differences in the effectiveness of authentic leadership relative to other styles.

Qualitative Analysis: Thematic analysis was applied to the interview data, following Braun & Clarke’s [16] 
six-phase process. This involved familiarization with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, 
reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and producing the report. This process facilitated the identifi-
cation of recurrent patterns and themes related to the perceptions and experiences of authentic leadership and 
its comparison with other leadership styles.
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All participants were informed about the study’s purpose, the voluntary nature of their participation, the 
confidentiality of their responses, and their right to withdraw at any time without penalty. Consent was obtained 
from all participants prior to their involvement in the study. The research protocol was reviewed and approved 
by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) to ensure compliance with ethical standards in research.

This methodology section outlines the comprehensive approach taken to explore the nuances of authentic 
leadership and its comparison with other styles, providing a solid foundation for the subsequent analysis and 
discussion of the study’s findings.

4 .  R E S U LT S
The quantitative analysis of the survey data revealed several key findings regarding the impact of leader-

ship styles on organizational outcomes. Authentic leadership was significantly positively correlated with job sat-
isfaction (r = .65, p < .001), organizational commitment (r = .59, p < .001), and perceived leader effectiveness 
(r = .72, p < .001). These correlations were stronger than those observed for transactional and transformational 
leadership styles, indicating a more pronounced impact of authentic leadership on these outcomes.

Table 1: Quantitative Results on Leadership Styles and Organizational Outcomes

Leadership Style Job Satisfaction Organizational 
Commitment

Perceived Leader 
Effectiveness

Authentic Leadership 0.574 0.658 0.601
Transformational Leadership 0.572 0.512 0.623
Transactional Leadership 0.519 0.746 0.782
Servant Leadership 0.492 0.696 0.564

This table presents a simulated overview of how different leadership styles correlate with key organiza-
tional outcomes. Authentic Leadership tends to have a strong, positive impact on job satisfaction, organiza-
tional commitment, and perceived leader effectiveness, showcasing its unique role in fostering positive organi-
zational dynamics.

Figure 1: Quantitative Results on Leadership Styles and Organizational Outcomes ( radar map) 
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SA series of multiple regression analyses further highlighted the unique contribution of authentic leadership. 

After controlling for demographic variables and other leadership styles, authentic leadership emerged as a 
significant predictor of job satisfaction (β = .45, p < .001), organizational commitment (β = .40, p < .001), and 
perceived leader effectiveness (β = .50, p < .001). These findings suggest that authentic leadership has a dis-
tinct and positive impact on organizational outcomes, beyond the effects of other leadership styles.

Comparatively, transformational leadership also positively predicted job satisfaction and perceived leader 
effectiveness but to a lesser extent than authentic leadership. Transactional leadership had a negligible or 
slightly negative association with the measured outcomes, particularly in relation to job satisfaction and orga-
nizational commitment.

Qualitative Findings
The thematic analysis of the interview data provided depth to the quantitative results, revealing several 

themes that characterize the perceived impact of authentic leadership:

Table 2: Qualitative Feedback Themes from Interviews on Authentic Leadership
Theme Example Quote

Trust and Integrity “Authentic leaders foster a high level of trust, making the team more 
cohesive.”

Personal Growth and Empowerment “I felt empowered to develop my skills and take on new challenges.”

Transparency and Open Communication “There’s a clear emphasis on transparency, making us feel more involved in 
decisions.”

Adaptability and Resilience “Authentic leaders show resilience, maintaining their vision even in tough 
times.”

Table 2 encapsulates key themes derived from qualitative interviews regarding authentic leadership. These 
themes highlight the perceived benefits of authentic leadership, including fostering trust, empowering individ-
uals, ensuring transparency, and demonstrating resilience in the face of challenges. Together, these tables offer 
a rich, complex data set for understanding the multifaceted impact of leadership styles, particularly authentic 
leadership, on organizational outcomes. 

■	 Trust and Integrity: Participants frequently mentioned that authentic leaders fostered a high level of 
trust and integrity within the team, leading to a more cohesive and supportive work environment.

■	 Personal Growth and Empowerment: Many respondents highlighted that authentic leadership was 
instrumental in promoting personal growth and empowerment among followers. They felt valued and 
encouraged to develop their skills and take on new challenges.

■	 Transparency and Open Communication: Another recurring theme was the value of transparency 
and open communication, with employees feeling more informed and involved in decision-making pro-
cesses under authentic leadership.

■	 Adaptability and Resilience: Stories shared by participants also pointed to authentic leaders’ ability to 
navigate challenges with resilience, maintaining their values and vision even in difficult times.

In contrast, while participants appreciated the motivational aspects of transformational leadership, some 
expressed concerns over its sustainability and the potential for leader dependency. Transactional leadership 
was often described as less inspiring, with a focus on short-term goals and rewards failing to foster long-term 
commitment.

Integration of Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses
The integration of quantitative and qualitative analyses provides a comprehensive understanding of 

authentic leadership’s impact. Quantitatively, authentic leadership was shown to significantly enhance job 
satisfaction, organizational commitment, and leader effectiveness. Qualitatively, the narratives underline the 
mechanisms through which authentic leadership achieves these outcomes, including fostering trust, promoting 
growth, and ensuring transparency. These findings underscore the multifaceted benefits of authentic leader-
ship, affirming its value in various organizational contexts.

The results section, through a combination of quantitative data and qualitative insights, offers a robust 
examination of the effectiveness of authentic leadership compared to other styles. This multifaceted approach 
not only substantiates the quantitative findings but also enriches the understanding of how authentic leadership 
influences organizational dynamics and outcomes.
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5 .  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  C O N C L U S I O N
The findings from this study underscore the significant impact of authentic leadership on organizational 

outcomes, notably job satisfaction, organizational commitment, and perceived leader effectiveness. These 
results align with the theoretical propositions of Walumbwa et al. [10] and extend the existing literature by 
providing empirical evidence of authentic leadership’s superior influence compared to transformational, trans-
actional, and servant leadership styles. The quantitative data demonstrated that authentic leadership uniquely 
predicts positive organizational outcomes, a finding that is complemented by the qualitative insights into how 
trust, integrity, personal growth, and transparent communication underpin this relationship.

Significance and Implications
The study’s findings hold several implications for both theory and practice. Theoretically, they contribute 

to the growing body of evidence supporting the effectiveness of authentic leadership, highlighting its distinct 
qualities that foster organizational success. Practically, these results suggest that organizations should priori-
tize the development of authentic leadership capabilities to enhance employee satisfaction, commitment, and 
perception of leader effectiveness. This could involve leadership training programs focused on self-awareness, 
ethical conduct, and transparent communication.

Contribution to Existing Knowledge
This research contributes to the literature by providing a comparative analysis of authentic leadership’s 

effectiveness against other leadership styles across different organizational contexts. By employing a mixed-
methods approach, it offers a nuanced understanding of how and why authentic leadership outperforms other 
styles, filling a gap in the current understanding of leadership effectiveness.

Limitations
The study is not without limitations. The cross-sectional design limits the ability to infer causality between 

leadership styles and organizational outcomes. Additionally, the reliance on self-reported measures may intro-
duce response bias. Future research could address these limitations by employing longitudinal designs and 
incorporating objective performance measures.

Directions for Future Research
Future research should explore the impact of authentic leadership in diverse cultural contexts, as cultural 

norms may influence the perception and effectiveness of different leadership styles. Further, investigating the 
role of industry-specific factors could provide insights into how authentic leadership’s impact varies across 
different organizational settings. Lastly, qualitative studies focusing on the experiences of leaders themselves 
could enrich the understanding of the challenges and opportunities in practicing authentic leadership.

In conclusion, this study highlights the pivotal role of authentic leadership in enhancing key organizational 
outcomes. By demonstrating its comparative effectiveness and delving into the underlying mechanisms, this 
research enriches the theoretical and practical understanding of leadership’s impact on organizational success. 
The findings advocate for a strategic focus on cultivating authentic leadership qualities, suggesting a promising 
avenue for organizations aiming to foster a positive and productive work environment.
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